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Plan to initiate HWO Instrument Studies in 2026 if funding allows

Tentative details …

– Call for proposals in Spring 2026 

– Studies to include instrument design and associated science

– HWO Project will provide instrument interface guidelines, as well as telescope optical designs 

– Proposing teams may include international participants but funding provided to US organizations only

Will allow proposals for funded participation of US individuals in international instrument studies

– Open to a variety of instrument concepts

Possibilities include NIR coronagraph, NUV coronagraph, UV MOS, UV IFS, optical/NIR camera, …

Visible wavelength coronagraph to be studied by HWO Project and excluded from call



Requirements: (paraphrased from Tuttle et al. 2024 COPAG UV WG paper)

1) High-efficiency spectrograph designs that deliver high angular & 
spectral performance over ‘wide’ fields

2) Large-format (100 - 200 mm), photon-counting detectors with high 
global/local rate capability (~5 MHz) and high spatial resolution (20 -

25 μm) 

3) Optical Coatings with > 50% reflectance at 103nm, high reflectance 
into the visible/NIR

4) Multi-object selection mechanisms (e.g., microshutter or 
micromirror), 420x840 elements, 2 side buttable, 1E-5 scatter at Lyα

5) Band-selecting UV filter technology with ≤ 1% transmission at Lyα

6) Low-scatter, high-efficiency (> 60% peak order) diffraction gratings 
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