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UK Project

• UKSA > high-level involvement

• Participation announced by CEO in December 2024

• Discussions with NASA and HWO Project Office

• UK community building workshops

• Lead instrument contribution, similar to MIRI European consortium for JWST

• UKSA HWO in place to support parallel instrument studies (HRI, UV spectrograph)

• Instrument concept descriptions and evaluation of their merits

• Evaluation of current TRLs and development roadmap for TRL5/6 by 2029

• Recommendation on optimum UK contribution

• Smaller contributions – Pollux detectors, Coronagraph NIR channel



UK proto-consortium & community



European Coordination Group

• ESA have to wait for new funding to join HWO

• Dependent on outcome of CMIN in November

• National agencies working together to ensure coordinated activity

• Creation of European Technical Coordination Group

• Austria, Belgium, Canada, France, Germany, Italy, Netherlands, 
Spain, Switzerland, UK

• 2 Meetings – Graz in July, Paris in September – face-to-face 
every 6 months + interim on-line

• Emerging consensus for 2 European-led contributions (Pollux & UK) + 
smaller contributions and collaborations (e.g. Coronagraph, IFU, MOS)

• Will align with any ESA activity


